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When the word da’wah is mentioned, we are generally talking about 

enjoining the good (Al-Ma’roof: Islamic monotheism and all that Islam orders 

one to do) and forbidding the evil (Al-Munkar: Polytheism, disbelief and all 

that Islam has forbidden) to Muslims as well as non-Muslims.  

 

Culture is socially learned and shared behaviour and ideas which are found 

universally among human beings, and it also exists in a more specific way 

because all cultures are not the same. Islam as a social religion (due to its 

focus on group life rather than individualistic one) has shaped its own cultural 

identity which is meant to be upheld by Muslims. Islamic culture is 

characterised by a dynamic sense of moderation. It harmonizes both the 

material and spiritual dimensions of human personality. It is not based on 

mere imitations. Islamic cultural identity is value-laden. Islamic cultural identity 

follows a dynamic pattern and it is not static as it is often being 

misunderstood by both Muslims themselves and others. The major difference 

between the Islamic culture and secularism for instance is faith in one God. 

The Islamic faith has complete control on the lives of its adherents in all areas 

of life. These areas include spiritual beliefs, lifestyle, law, and government. 

 

At the simplest level, identity is how individuals and groups define themselves 

and their relations to others. In attempting to define identity, many begin with 

so-called "objective" factors given at birth, such as race, ethnicity, and sex. In 

this view, women will always identify as women, Africans will always identify 

as Africans, Nigerians will always identify as Nigerian and so on. Though 

outdated, this notion of identity as predominantly ascriptive and primordial 

remains in use, particularly among some of those studying protracted ethnic 

conflict. A variation argues that while ascriptive identities are powerful, 

identities manifested in routine practices trump identities determined at birth. 

Religion is a prime example, with weekly or even daily practices effectively 

placing one's faith at the core of identity. The renowned Orientalist scholar 

Bernard Lewis presents just such a view. For him, social and economic 

conflicts do affect the development of identities, but "primary identities are 

acquired at birth."  

Muslims everywhere are united at the very least in their belief in the sanctity 

of the Quran and their practice of the Five Pillars of Islam: the profession of 

faith... 



 

It is obvious that Muslims around the world do not share the same cultural trait 

among themselves, but they are identical in their common cultural identity 

and practices in being Muslims. For instance cultural traits of Muslims in Saudi 

Arabia are not similar to that of Muslims in Nigeria. However, they are guided 

by the similar principles and injunctions prescribed by Islam. Islamic culture is 

based on faith, humanism, and constructive work, which strengthens in the 

psyche the spirit of optimism, of confidence, to do righteous deeds, and to 

appreciate beauty; and is marked by its flexibility and openness to other 

cultures 

 

Globalisation as a Challenge to Islamic Cultural Identity 

As a result of globalisation, Islamic culture has come into conflict with two 

alien cultures: one is the secularised pop culture distributed by globalised 

media, the other is the Western culture (particularly American) influenced by 

modernisation which integrates certain Western values into Islam. 

 

The constant struggle between ‘hybridity’ and ‘authenticity’ is at the core of 

the challenge of globalisation that the Muslim Ummah face today. Unlike the 

Western perception of values in cultural identity which emerge from social 

relationships and surrounding environment, Islamic cultural values are 

universal and eternal as a result of its divine guidance. 

 

Revitalisation of Islamic Cultural Identity  

 

Given that Islamic cultural identity is under crisis in this age of globalisation, 

Muslims around the world need solutions to these problems. I therefore, would 

like to suggest the following strategies that would help to revive cultural 

identity in the Muslim world. Within the context of globalisation Muslims should 

strictly adhere to the teachings of Islam, which is the only way that would 

help to maintain cultural identity. In the last few decades, the conflict 

between Islamic cultural identity and Western secular practices has not 

healed, rather it has only found more means of expression. The root of this 

conflict is mostly found in ignorance of the Muslims of their own peculiar 

cultures and their authentic foundational principles. To confront this scourge, 

the culture of ‘acquiring knowledge’ needs to be revitalised in order to gain 

success both in this world and the hereafter. Undoubtedly, this is the 

fundamental crisis that Muslims all over the world are facing today. Due to 

the moral and social implications of knowledge, the Prophet (pbuh) states 

that “the acquisition of knowledge is obligatory upon every single Muslim”. 

The sweeping development in the West can be traced back to the emphasis 

on and approach towards knowledge in an efficient manner in the Western 

culture. However, many Muslim countries are following age-old traditional 

methodology in their institutional curriculum and syllabi, and do not show 



much interest in research. Therefore it is an essential requirement to devise a 

new curriculum combining both revealed and rational knowledge which will 

encourage them towards the field of research and learning. 

 

I spoke about globalisation earlier as an obvious force in this modernised 

world, which has encompassed all aspects of our life – economic, political, 

social, moral, behavioural, cultural, and the like. Therefore, it would be a 

noble idea to utilise this opportunity in favour of the Muslim Ummah by 

transmitting Islamic culture throughout the world and by influencing the world 

to emulate Islamic culture. For this purpose, Muslims need to hold firmly to 

their exclusive cultural identity in all walks of life.  

 

Currently Muslims are divided into many groups and sects because of their 

selfishness and personal motives. They have to revive supreme Ummatic 

identity and brotherhood for the purpose of performing the responsibility as a 

‘ Khalifah ’ on God’s earth. Their prime responsibility in this world is to attain 

the pleasure of Allah through devotion and dedication. As such, Individualism 

should be uprooted in all forms and by all means.  

Since media is one of the major vehicles through which culture is being 

transmitted and polluted around the world, Muslims must have many 

influential and dominant media of their own, (especially television, movies, 

internet and newspaper) in order to compete with the world culture. The 

example of Iran, who has gone a step further to produce movies that carry 

Islamic values and has earned universal acclamation, can be emulated. 

 

We have to get away from division based on petty differences and the 

problems of ethnicity, language, mistrust and sectarianism must been seen as 

existential threats to harmony and unity. It seems no matter what individuals 

are doing to forge unity in this direction, the larger Ummah is still bent on 

division. 

Finally, the Muslim family is one of the most vital ingredients in promoting and 

upholding Islamic cultural identity, because it is the most potent agent of 

socialisation in all societies. This distinctive institution transmits Islamic cultural 

and social values, ideals, beliefs, attitudes, norms, and language to the 

young generation. However, the gradual tendency of family breakdown in 

many Muslim countries is creating profound negative impact on young 

people. Our youths are the most vulnerable in the onslaught of cultural 

colonisation and are the frontiers of the rapacious change we are seeing. 

Therefore, Muslims should strengthen their family ties to boost cultural identity. 

 

10 Things to Do To Bring About Muslim Unity 

 

1. Understand that Muslim unity is not an option 



2. Reflect on Hajj as a time for Muslim unity 

3. Learn tolerance towards other points of view 

4. Learn to criticize without hurting 

5. Avoid taking a strong position on smaller points 

6. Do not call anyone a Kafir 

7. Reaching out across ethnic boundaries 

8. Heed the advice found in Surah Hujurat 

9. Spread the news for unity 

10. Make Dua for unity 

 

God almighty says in Surah Al Imran, verse 103: “And hold firmly to the rope of 

Allah all together and do not become divided. And remember the favour of 

Allah upon you - when you were enemies and He brought your hearts 

together and you became, by His favour, brothers. And you were on the 

edge of a pit of the Fire, and He saved you from it. Thus does Allah make 

clear to you His verses that you may be guided.” 

 

May God unite our hearts on the truth and make us people that remember 

His many favours on us and a people that will hold firmly to His rope. Those 

who heed His warnings and do not become divided. Amin.  
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